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Our trip to Italy was like a huge multi-faceted diamond of shining, bright
experiences—one leading to the next, evolving into moments of awe, surreal
beauty, amazement, grace and the camaraderie of fellow travelers. We
experienced thirteen days of seventy degree perfect weather under a faultless
blue Italian sky.
Our trip was a whirlwind of many top things to see in Italy. However, our main

mission was to attend the October 12th morning Mass offered by our own Father
Tim Luschen in St. Peter's Basilica.
Arriving that morning by eight a.m., after a little rush across town by cab,

Father and Bob Reichert, our amazing tour leader, went to the sacristy of the
basilica to set up for Mass. We were told there would be a delay and maybe
changes. We were all prepared for a wait when Father came out vested, carrying
a gold chalice, following a young man in a suit.
We gathered behind him and followed them down long, narrow marble stairs to

a series of chapels in the lower floors of the magnificent St. Peter's. Each chapel
was different and unique. Mass was underway in two of them with one group
singing hymns in English! Suddenly our young guide stopped, took out his keys
and opened an iron gate to a tiny chapel called the Clementine.
We were awestruck. It was so beautiful. It had exactly eight kneelers. We were

right under the main altar of St. Peter's and on the right wall, through a steel door
with a window, we were next to the Catacombs and the grave of St. Peter
himself. It was an amazing, holy experience that seemed almost surreal. We felt
very blessed to experience the golden beauty of Our Lord and our faith, a taste of
magnificence to come! It was an experience of holiness and almost
overwhelmingly tear-filled emotion. We were that close to the Lord.
After a beautiful Mass and a short time to collect ourselves, we were escorted

to another area downstairs – all dedicated to St. Peter – where many popes are
buried. It was an early-morning walking tour through two thousand years of
faithful devotion and solemnity, paid for in graces and blood!
It was very special for all of us that Father Tim’s father, Loren, and his sister,

Laura, were able to share this wonderful experience. They were so proud.
I have found through my travels to Italy that the historic churches, magnificent

paintings and sculptures are all testimony to our faith, the great honor and glory
that extremely gifted people have been inspired by and lovingly portrayed God’s
glory and majesty.
I have loved walking in the footsteps of many saints. Learning about their lives

first-hand, their sufferings and extreme devotion to our Lord brings them so real
and close.

. . . cont'd on page two
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When you read this you can
understand my insight into the
mystery of Christ, which was
not made known to human be-
ings in other generations as it
has now been revealed to his
holy apostles and prophets by
the Spirit, that the Gentiles are
coheirs, members of the same
body, and copartners in the
promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel.

—Ephesians 3: 4-6
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• Deacon Loren Luschen
It was an opportunity for me. I had never gone to Italy.

Being in St. Peter’s Square when the Pope came out, it
was overwhelming. And Tim doing the Mass – it was
beyond all. As to the trip in general, I do not have one
complaint. We saw a lot of beautiful churches and going
to St. Peter’s Square and the Vatican. Of course, Tim’s
Mass was the main thing for me.
The thing I hated was that his mother couldn’t be

there, but I think she was. And a lot of other deceased
relatives. Everyone who went with us was so nice. I was
impressed with everybody. I was just so overwhelmed. I
don’t have words. And Bob was so considerate of my
age.
• Jay Burns
It meant a lot to me because I haven’t traveled any

since my wife died three years ago. I was so pleased to
go with Father Luschen and his family and the Mass he
celebrated in the Vatican was so special. It was the most
enjoyable trip I’ve taken in a long time.

. . . cont'd on page four

It was a great trip, made more so by the planning and
execution of thousands of details by our friend and fel-
low parishioner, Bob Reichert. He is amazing – knows
all the answers to Italy’s secrets but more importantly,
always entertaining, kind and patient. A traveler’s best
friend.
We were enriched by our many grand experiences and

by the bonding of friendship and care that comes from
counting heads, as Bob would say, “Making sure we’re
all here!”

— Barbara Smola

and chain of things I can't live without, even though I
know less is more. The traveller is in many ways
dependent on the kindness of strangers, reminding me to
treat others "strangers" with love and respect. The
traveller sometimes does not understand the language or
customs of the places he visits, reminding me to be kind
and tolerant of those who are different than me. I always
return with a great appreciation for the trials and troubles
of others, and less concern for my own.
I am grateful for all the lessons I have learned from my

fellow travellers through the years, and I hope to share
the gifts I have received in the years to come.

• Bob Reichert
The privilige of escorting small groups of Roman

Catholics to Italy has been an absolute delight for me,
and the culmination of 35 years in the travel business. I
am always honored by those that choose to trust me with
a pilgrimage that for many is a once in a lifetime
experience. Through my journeys I have discovered
more about my own faith through insights garnered from
my fellow travellers. It is more rewarding to watch the
delight on a child's face as she opens the "big present"
Christmas morning, than it is to receive the gift. In so
many ways, as I get a bit older, there is more joy in
sharing the foundation of our common faith than of
merely obtaining something for myself. It is in giving
that we receive. I am reminded of a friend who shared
with me that the "Dead Sea" is dead because life flows
in, but nothing flows out. A clear pool must have water
flow in but must have an outlet, an opportunity to give as
well as receive. These sojourns are my effort to share the
gifts I have been given.
There is a vunerablity in travel that requires a venture

of faith. There is a vunerability in faith that requires a
steady nurturing and affirmation. This nurturing has
come to me from the many influential people in my life,
most of whom are associated with the Catholic Faith,
and from my travels to the places from which my faith
comes – the tombs of St. Peter, St. Paul, St. Francis, and
to gaze upon the Pieta or the Sistine Chapel. If the
purpose of religion is a closer union, or a deeper
understanding of the mysteries of Christ, then exploring
the roots of one's religion naturally draws one closer to
God. There is also something very cathartic about travel,
in that it exposes how little one really needs, especially
when travelling by train in Italy. I end up hauling a ball
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Pies
Shortening or butter? “The pie police won’t hang you

if you don’t do something right,” said our instructor,
Rosemary Krienke. The Women of St. Charles in their
trademark monogrammed WOSC pink aprons assisted
her, and last October we all learned to make “perfect”
pie crust, each one tasty and creatively designed.
A major tip in turning out a flaky, delicate crust was

“Handle the dough as little as possible with your warm
hands because dough needs to be chilled. The worst
thing to do to a pie is work it and work it. The crust gets
tough.” In between adding cold water and kneading
dough as quickly and lightly as possible, we talked about
our mothers and grandmothers. For them, pie-making
was part of a weekly routine and they were masters of
the craft.
Our old-fashioned tools and ingredients; rolling pins,

pastry cutters, spatulas, measuring cups, paring knives,
and spices would be familiar to grandma. However, she
would be shocked and puzzled to see us using a food
processor, taking pictures with iPhones and posting them
on Facebook.
Our class received recipe handouts to take home as

well as step-by-step illustrations, including a lattice top
pie. Variations on pie crust included the odd one from
PBS’ “America’s Test Kitchen” to add three tablespoons
of vodka, which we did not do.
Anne King, President of WOSC, has organized a

cooking series open to all women of the parish. It will be
held on the third Tuesday of the month in Beckman Hall
at 6:30 p.m. January’s class is German cherry streusel.
Later sessions will be enchiladas, crock pot cooking, and
tortilla spiral appetizers.
No cooking experience is necessary. As Rosemary

joked, “We may not learn a thing but we are going to
have fun!” Space is limited and reservations are
necessary. Contact Anne King at 812-5569 to reserve a
spot.

Apple Pie
5 to 7 tart apples
1 tsp. cinnamon
¾ to 1 cup sugar
¼ tsp. nutmeg
2 tbsp. flour
1/8 tsp. salt
1 recipe pastry
2 tbsp. butter

Pare apples and slice thin. Add sugar mixed with flour,
salt and spices. Fill 9 inch pastry-lined pie pan. Dot with
butter. Adjust top crust. Bake in hot over 450 degrees 10
minutes, then in moderate oven 350 degrees, about 40
minutes. If apples aren’t tart, add 1 tablespoon lemon
juice. Grated lemon peel may also be added, if desired.

American Pie Dough for Fruit Pies
2 ½ cups all-purpose flour, plus extra for dusting
dough and work surface.
1 tsp. salt
2 tbsp. sugar
12 tbsp. unsalted butter, chilled, cut into ¼ inch pieces
¼ cup all-vegetable shortening, chilled
6-8 tbsp. ice water
1. Mix flour, salt and sugar in food processor fitted

with steel blade. Scatter butter pieces over flour mixture,
tossing to coat butter with a little of the flour. Cut butter
into flour with five one-second pulses. Add shortening
and continue cutting in until flour is pale yellow and
resembles coarse cornmeal, with butter bits no larger
than small peas, about four more one-second pulses.
Turn mixture into medium bowl.
2. Sprinkle 6 tablespoons ice water over mixture. With

blade of rubber spatula, use folding motion to mix. Press
down on dough with broad side of spatula until dough
sticks together, adding up to 2 tablespoons more ice
water if it will not come together. Divide dough into two
balls and flatten each into 4 inch wide disk. Dust disks
lightly with flour, wrap each in plastic and refrigerate at
least 30 minutes or up to two days, before rolling.
Note variation: Firm American Pie Dough for

decorative edging: Follow recipe above but use 8
tablespoons butter and 6 tablespoons shortening. Reduce
ice water to about 5 tablespoons. This crust has less
flavor and a firmer texture but decorative edging will
hold up nicely in the oven.

   





Weddings-November
Victor Silva and Carmen Marquez

Everardo Hernandez and Daisy Velasco
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Parish Life
Baptisms-November

Ruby Guerra
Matthew Noley
Mateo Olivas

Jaxxon DeLeon
Victoria Garcia
Ximena Valle

Abigail Hernandez
Luana Reyes

Anabelle Hernandez
Jessica Gutierrez

Emmanuel Esquivias
Mateo Hernandez
Daniel Flores

New Parishioners-November
Marissa Amezquita

Margie Gray-Anderson
Luis and Claudia Duron

Victor and Dora Castaneda
Willis and Andrea Berry

Andrea Buckley
Daniel and Maria Stark

Anniversaries-January
Jan. Anniv.
04th Jesus and Auruora Escobar 28th

05th Jose and Yolanda Vargas 18th

06th David and Kathy Johnson 38th

07th Efren and Lucia De Loera 12th

09th Forrest and Linda Boswell 47th

Salvador and Maria Escalera 29th

15th Rowdy and Diane Miller 26th

18th Alfredo and Erika Diaz 14th

23rd Steven and Sara Brown 35th

Richard and Teddy Devero 63rd

Abel and Carmen Gallegos 25th

November
Deaths

Engeline Martens
Mary Kubiak

There is a list of folks I know
All written in a book,

And every year at Christmas time
I go and take a look

And that is when I realize
Those names are all a part

Not of the book they’re written in,
But deep inside my heart.

For each name stands for someone
Who has touched my life some time,
And in that meeting they’ve become

A Special friend of mine.

I really feel that I’m composed
Of each remembered name,
And my life is so much better
Than it was before they came.

Once you’ve known that “someone”
All the years cannot erase

The memory of a pleasant word
Or of a friendly face.

So never think of Christmas cards
As just a mere routine

Of names upon a list that are
Forgotten in between.

For when I send a Christmas card
That is addressed to you,

It is because you’re on that list
Of folks I’m indebted to.

And whether I have known you
For many years or few,

The greatest gift that God can give
Is having friends like you.

—Unknown Author
(Submitted by Barbara Smola, who has kept

this poem for twenty years.)

Merry Christmas to my Friends

6 Why can't you trust an atom?
Because they make up everything.

6 Why did the can crusher quit his job?
Because it was soda pressing.



• Connie Robberson
It was the experience of a lifetime to have Mass with Father

Luschen at the Vatican's St. Peter's Basilica – a quiet, peaceful
experience you just can't imagine. I'll never be able to do it in my
lifetime again. The churches were fantastic and the architecture,
the paintings inside, the preservation – it was beyond anything you
can imagine. I was in awe of everything I saw.

I'm very happy I went. I may never be able to go back over and do
it again. You can't describe it because it is so amazing. The Italian
people were so friendly. I went for walks at night and I always felt
safe.

Travel and Transformation
. . . cont'd from page two
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*brackets indicate an Optional Memorial

A New Resolve
“He must increase and I must decrease” (John 3:30)

How tempting it is after the holidays to take that line from John literally and make our New Year’s resolution to
decrease our consumption, make less our waistline. Experience of such failed resolutions has made me leery of my
own determination and, frequently, led me to forgo a New Year’s Resolution altogether. But this new year, I
thought if I worry less about the “me” part, the resolution might bear greater fruit. I share with you my resolution
and invite any tired of being upset because you didn’t faithfully exercise anymore in a new year than an old year to
consider such a resolution as well.

Monday – Decide upon what I will focus my prayer intention this week.
Tuesday – Sit in silent contemplation for five minutes listening to the Lord, holding this intention in my heart.
Wednesday – Mention to family or friend that I am praying for ______________.
Thursday – Pray a decade of the rosary (or the whole rosary) for Mary’s intercession.
Friday – Place a reminder note in my pocket, or on my phone, to pause and pray mid-day.
Saturday – Read the readings for the day with an openness to how they connect to my intention.
Sunday – Light a candle at church or at home to burn alongside the utterance of heartfelt prayer.
Monday – Pray in thanksgiving for the previous week in matters of the intention. Continue with this focus or begin
a new week with a new concern upon which to pour your prayers.

Gifts of Joy

Songs of silent nights
and from mountain tops
I sing to new born Lord.

Wonder at miracles,
faith in divine healing
I give to Jesus the Christ.

Praise of mercy,
rejoicing in redemption
I lay beneath the cross.

Fire of Spirit
like shining gold,
Breath of heaven
like healing frankincense,
Fruits of faith
like a tonic of myrrh,
these Your gifts
I receive.

Amen
mkj

January Saints and Days
01 Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God;

The Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord; not obligatory this year
02 Ss. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen;Memorial
03 [The Most Holy Name of Jesus]
04 USA: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton;Memorial
05 USA: St. John Neumann;Memorial
06 [USA; St. André Bessete]
07 The Epiphany of the Lord; Sunday, Solemnity
08 The Baptism of the Lord; Feast
13 [St. Hilary; BVM]
14 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
15 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
17 St. Anthony of the Desert;Memorial
20 [St. Fabian; St. Sebastian; BVM]
21 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
22 USA: Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn

Children
23 [USA: St Vincent; St. Marianne Cope]
24 St. Francis de Sales;Memorial
25 The Conversion of Saint Paul the Apostle; Feast
26 Ss. Timothy and Titus;Memorial
27 [St. Angela Merici; BVM]
28 Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
31 St. John Bosco;Memorial

6 What’s the best thing about Switzerland?
I don't know, but the flag is a big plus.

6 What do you get when you drop a piano down a
mineshaft?

A-flat minor.

—mkj
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Saint Charles Borromeo Catholic Church
5024 N.Grove, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73122

(405) 789-2595 ~ www.stcharlesokc.org

We, your newsletter team, submit this issue with humility and thanks to God: Jay Burns, Michael Carpenter,
Kathy Judge, Monica Knudsen, Rosemary Krienke, Laura Luschen, Deacon Loren Luschen, Andrea McCoy,
Margaret Phipps, Bob Reichert, Connie Robberson, Barbara Smola, Charlene Smith.

Humilitas

As we close out 2017, we wish to note that this is the tenth anniversary of the St. Charles Community Organic
Garden. In 2007, Justin Sine and St. Charles' Scout Troop built the garden for his Eagle Scout project. Since that time,
numerous volunteers have watered, weeded, nourished and shared their produce with folks on food pantry diets who
rarely see home-grown vegetables on their tables. A huge thank you and appreciation goes to everyone who,
throughout those ten years, have lived out the first corporal work of mercy, to feed the hungry. God bless you!

News from the St. Charles Community Organic Garden

6 If you think of a better fish pun, let minnow.

6 I tried to catch some fog earlier. I mist.

6 I went to a really emotional wedding the other day.
Even the cake was in tiers.

6 Two antennas met on a roof, fell in love and got
married. The Ceremony wasn't much, but the reception
was excellent.

color me!

St Anthony of the Desert c 251 – 356

St. Anthony, the father of monks, retired
to the desert at about the age of eighteen in
order to live in perfect solitude. He also
laid the foundations of community life, and
gave to his disciples that profound, broad
and sane instruction – the mature result of
solitude and prayer – which forms the
surest basis of Christian asceticism.

— passionistnuns.org





 
 
 

Christmas and New Year’s Liturgy Schedule 
 
Saturday, December 23…5:00PM Mass 
 
Sunday, December 24…9:00AM Mass - English (for the Sunday obligation) 
                                       1:00PM Mass - Spanish  
 
Vigil of Christmas 
Sunday, December 24 
4:30PM Mass - English…Festival prelude starts at 4pm 
9:00PM Mass - English…Festival prelude starts at 8:30pm 
 
Christmas Day 
Monday, December 25 
10:00AM Mass-English  
 
 
New Year’s 
 
Normal Saturday/Sunday Mass schedule December 30 & 31 
Monday, January 1, 2018….9:00AM Mass - English 
 
 
 

May the blessings of the holiday season follow your family 
throughout the New Year. 
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